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EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

2015 — present Director and Contact PI, South African Breast and HIV Outcomes study
(SABCHO), National Cancer Institute, US$1,750,000, renewed for a further 5
Years

2013 - 2018 Project Coordinator. Breast cancer risk factors in African women in transition.
World Cancer Research Fund /SABC, €200,000

2000 - Present Director, Batho Pele Breast Clinic Research and Non-communicable Diseases
Research Divisions, Wits Health Consortium

2011- Present Senior Lecturer, Department of Internal Medicine, University of Witwatersrand,
Johannesburg, South Africa

1991 - 1999 South African Divisional Head/Executive Officer for 2 USA ophthalmic device
supply companies
1986 -1990 Lecturer, Department Medical Biochemistry, University Witwatersrand
1983 -1984 Lecturer, Department of Biochemistry, University of Witwatersrand
EDUCATION
2006 MDP in Management Development, University of South Africa, Pretoria, South Africa
1983 PhD in Medical Biochemistry, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg,
South Africa
1977 BSc (Hons) in Biochemistry, University of the Witwatersrand
1976 BSC in Chemistry and Biochemistry, University of the Witwatersrand

PREVIOUS AND CURRENT GRANT FUNDING
Previous
2013- 2018 Breast cancer risk factors in African women in transition (World Cancer Research
Fund) (co-l) UK £200,000
2014-2016 Down-staging and improving survival of breast cancer in South Africa. CANSA
South Africa (Co-l), SAR 900,000
2015-2017 Palliative and End of Life Needs among South African epithelial cancer patients,
NCI Cancer Centers Support Grant (Co-l), US $149,200 ID 3P30CA013696-42S4
(Ruff, PI)
2015-2018 1IR13264158 Susan Komen for the Cure African Breast Cancer Research Network -
Disparities in Outcomes (ABC-DO) (co-I) $100,000
Current
2020-2025 1R01CA250012-01 Novel predictors of survival among breast cancer patients
with/without HIV in South Africa
(role- contact PI) $1,750,000
2020-2023 MRC-RFA-SHIP 01-2019 Understanding the pharmacogenetic and pharmacokinetic
basis of tamoxifen (TAM) treatment-failure for breast cancer in black African women
(role co-l) R1,000,000
2015-2020  NIH/NCI, 1R01CA192627-01 HIV’s effect on breast cancer treatment and
outcomes
in South Africa. (Contact Pl), US$1,746,774
2015-2020  Wits/MRC Common Epithelial Cancer Research Centre (co-I) R17,000,000 —
renewed for a further 3 years- 2020-2023 at R6,000,000
2016-2020 1UO1CA184374.01A1. Genetics of prostate cancer in African men (co-l) $125,000
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2018-2020  Cancer research and global health: pump-priming call. Molecular Genetics of
Lobular Breast Cancer and effect of HIV infection among African women enrolled on
the SABCHO study, MRC UK (Co-1) £200,000 (grant MR/S014268/1)

2018-2020 HIV/ART and tamoxifen metabolism in black breast cancer patients in South Africa
NCI (co-l) US $235,131

2018-2019 Association of HIV and HIV control with age and cancer stage at breast cancer
diagnosis NIH/NCI(Contact PI), (3P30CA013696-44S4 sub-award No.
3(GG010416-CS) (Contact PI) $15,012

2018-2019 Impact of age, HIV, pharmacogenetic and pre-existing cardiovascular risk factors on
the prevalence of cardiac chemotherapy toxicity in African female breast cancer
patients. NCI 3P30CA013696-44S4 subaward No. 1(GG010416-CS) (co-PI)

$22,993
PROFESSIONAL INVOLVEMENT
2020 Member of writing team, South African Lung Cancer Control Guidelines

2012 - Present Member, Academic Oversight Committee of the Wits Health Consortium Board
2017 - Present Member, African Organization for Research and Training on Cancer
2006 - 2010 Member, academic team collaborating with South African Department of Health to
develop the South African National Clinical Trials Register
2002 - 2008 Member, industry task team working with the Medicines Control Council of South
Africa to review clinical trials
RECOGNITIONS
2011 D43 National Cancer Institute traineeship and research collaborative assistance
grant, Columbia University’s Mailman School of Public Health, USA (jointly
awarded
to Joffe and Dr Herbert Cubasch)

CAREER BREAKS

Following my PhD in neuromuscular diseases, which led to 4 peer-reviewed publications, | lectured
in the Department of Medical Biochemistry, University of the Witwatersrand (Wits). | then left
academia to pursue a business career in the ophthalmic supplies industry for 14 years, running my
own subsidiary company of the international company, STAAR Surgical successfully until 2000
when | joined the Wits Health Consortium (Pty) Ltd (WHC) as head of its Clinical Research
Division. During this time | established and ran two dedicated clinical trial centres that primarily did
cancer research conducted in collaboration with SA co-PI Prof Paul Ruff. WHC is a wholly owned
clinical research company of the University of the Witwatersrand and is the legal and contracting
entity for research projects conducted by approximately 120 research unit divisions operating
within the Faculty of Health Sciences of the University. | also established the Wits Human
Research Ethics Committee secretariat database to track ethics submissions and was part of the
development team for the National Department of Health Clinical Trials database for registering
new studies in SA.

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Following D43 epidemiology research training with our Columbia University (USA) collaborators in
2011, Drs Ruff, Cubasch and | an Oncology Epidemiology Research Unit at Wits. The initial study
characterized breast cancer among black female patients from the Greater Soweto region of
Johannesburg, South Africa. We also examined barriers to early-stage breast cancer presentation
in the public health system, surgical and chemotherapy treatment characteristics, determinants of
recurrence and survival outcomes. We have expanded this work to five academic hospital sites in
Johannesburg and KwaZulu Natal. | direct our multidisciplinary research team for a research
portfolio that scans health systems strengthening research, large clinical cohort studies assessing
determinants of treatment and mortality among breast, prostate and lung cancer patients treated at
Wits-associated tertiary hospitals and molecular biomarker research investigating diagnostic
biomarkers and determinants of treatment responses. Currently we collaborate internationally with
the World Health Organization’s International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), Kings
College London (UK), Columbia University, Dana Farber Institute, Harvard University and Johns



Hopkins University (USA) and with Bristol Myers Squibb Foundation- Secure the Future on a multi-
country Lung Cancer Control programme. | am part of the development team for a Comprehensive
Cancer Research Centre being established at Chris Hani Baragwanath Academic Hospital
(CHBAH) where chemotherapy and radiation therapy treatment services are to be initiated.
Currently cancer patients diagnosed and surgically treated at CHBAH receive chemotherapy and
radiation therapy at the Charlotte Maxeke Johannesburg Academic Hospital (CMJAH)

SUPERVISION AND MENTORING

2019- 2021  co-supervisor for postdoctoral student Dr Witness Mapanga, who is leading
publications development for our lung and breast cancer programmes
implementation science programmes

2017- 2020  co-supervisor for PhD student Dr Oluwatosin Ayeni investigating multi-morbidity
among breast cancer patients in SSA and associations with treatment decisions.

PhD was awarded in March 2021 with 3 publications

2017-2020  co-supervisor for 3 MMed students working on various aspects of barriers to
optimum breast cancer management in SA

2018- member of the postgraduate student academic entrepreneurship mentoring team for
the Great Leap Forward division of the WHC. | provide mentorship on research
division development and leadership of multidisciplinary teams

2017- As Divisional Head of our Cancer Epidemiology Research Group, | lead our senior
research team and provide ongoing mentorship to postgraduate students in grant
and publication writing, self-and organisational development and sustainability,
project management, regulatory submissions and quality assurance management of
large datasets from cohort studies
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