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 “Overcoming metastasis in ovarian cancer”
Ahmed A. Ahmed is a Professor of Gynaecological Oncology at the Nuffield De-
partment of Obstetrics and Gynaecology at the University of Oxford and a Fellow 
of St Hugh’s College. Ahmed leads laboratory-based translational research in 
Gynaecological Oncology. His main interest is in the surgical, medical and fun-
damental research into ovarian cancer. 
Ahmed graduated from Ain Shams University in Cairo, Egypt and completed his 
PhD and Gynaecological Oncology Surgical training at the University of Cambrid-
ge. He gained postdoctoral research experience both at the University of Cam-
bridge and at the University of Texas, M.D. Anderson Cancer Centre in the USA. 
Prof. Ahmed‘s laboratory research focuses on personalization of therapy to cir-
cumvent drug resistance in cancer. 
Worldwide, over 200,000 women are diagnosed with ovarian cancer every year. 
Only one fourth will remain alive five years following the diagnosis. This makes 
ovarian cancer the most lethal gynaecological malignancy. In spite of excellent 
response to chemotherapy, minimal residual disease persists and results in the 
development of chemotherapy resistant recurrent tumours. Incomplete res-
ponse to primary therapy allows the development of chemotherapy resistance 
in ovarian cancer and this leads to progressive disease that is difficult to treat. 
Prof. Ahmed’s approach is to utilise state of the art technologies including high 
throughput microscopy, genomics and proteomics technologies to unravel key 
drivers of micrometastases followed by mechanistic analyses to understand key 
survival mechanism of ovarian cancer micrometastases that could be targeted 
for therapy.
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